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tholick are condemned, and the Author 

commanded to purge himſclfe : 
Axpio” 


| A Copy of the Purgation which the ſame RõEN 


W1IDDRINGTON ſent to his Holineſſe 
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Tranſlated out of Latine into Engliſhby the Au. 
thor, whereunto he hath alſo adioined an Admonition to the 
Reader concerning the Reply of r. F. &c. and the con- 
demnation of Fa: Sua:eq booke by a Decree of the 
Parliament of Paris, 


He that iuftifieth the withed, and be that condemneth the isÞ; | 
both are abboninable bi fore God, Prev, 17. F 
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To the Reader. 


Weg Here came forth ſome few 
4 fol monethes ſince ( Chniſtian 
Reader) out of the ſupreme 

5) I Of tribunal of the holy Iuquiſſti. 
on, A Decree printed at Rome 
ty the Prinier of the »poſ'olicall Chamber, 
& to bepublithed throughout the whol Chri- 
Han world, wherein two Bookes which 7 
wrote with a ſim; le, and ſincere intention, are 
rondemmed, and the Author commanded to 
purge hinsſelfe forthwith, I haue obeyed their 
command, and made fort with my purgati- 
tion, and haue done as much as heth in me, 
to ſen it forthwith to his Holineſſe. Bat 
becauſe that Decree is printed, and publiſhed 
in exery plare, and the purgation whit 11. 
bane ſent is only in written hand eſt Catho- 
likes ſhould perchance imagine, that I hawo 
not b en carefull to fulfill his Holineſſe 
Comm. · A for purging my ſelfe, I thought it 
neceſſaris to Print alſo, and publiſh that ma. 
weſcript purgation which J haue ſent, which 
etherwiſe without doubt would come into few 
mens hands, that ſo the whole world may ſin- 
N 2 cereſy 
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To TRE READER, 
cerely indge as well of my purgation, as 0 
2. of — 2 and = 
ther 1 am tobe accounted a Catholike and a 
child of the Church, or an Horetike, and an 
ene wie thereof, as ſome men very irreligi- 
ouſly, yet vnder pretext forſooth of religion, 
are not afraid, (1 pray God forgiue them) to 
gine forth ſpeeches of me. 


Thy brother and ſeruant 
in Ieſus Chriſt, 


Roe WippRINGTON- 


A Copy of the Decree. 


A DESSSE. . 
To bee publiſhed euery mhere, made by 
the Sacred Congregation of the moſt 
Honourable Cardinals of the holy Ro- 
mane Church, ſpecially deputed by 
our moſt Holy Lord Pope Paule the 
fifth, and the holy Apoſtolike Sea, for 
the examination of bookes, and their 
permiſſion , prohitition , purgation, 
and impreſſion throughout the vni- 
uerſall common-wealth. 


* 


— Hie Sacred Congregation 
"ON 5 5 of the moſt Honorable Car- 
dinals of che holy Romane 
Church, deputed for the 
examination of Bookes, ha- 
uing ſcene a Booke falſly intituled, An 
Apologie of Cardinal Bellarmine for the 
right of Princes, againſt hit owne reaſons for 
145 Popes authority L depoſe Secular Prin- 
cet, in orc er to ſpirituall good, written 6y Ro- 
ger Widdrington, an Engliſh ( athelik; 


0 
A 3 in 


in the yeare of our Lord 1611, And ano- 
ther Book of the ſame Authour, intituled, 
A Thbeologicall Diſputati:n concerning the 
Oath of Allegiance, dedicated to the moſt 
Holy Father Pope Paule the fifth, printed at 
Albionopolis, is the yeare of our Lord 1613. 
hathiudged both the Bookes worthy to 
bee condemned, and prohibited, and b 
the commaundement of our moſt Holie 
Lord Pope Paul the fifth, doth by this pre- 
ſent Decree, vtterly condemne, and pro- 
hibite them in what language ſoeuet they 
are printed, or to be printed: and except 
the Author of them, who profeſſeth him. 
ſelf to be a Catholike,do purge(or cleere) 
himſelfe forthwith, hee is tovnderſtand, 
that he ſhall bee throughly puniſhed with 
Cenſures, and other Eccleſiaſticall puniſh- 
ments. Furthermore, it commandeth vn- 
der the penalties contained in the holy 
Councell of Trent , and in the Index of 
ſorbid len Bookes, that none, of what de- 
tree, or condition ſoeuer, be ſo bold from 
2 — to print the foreſaid bookes, oi 
cauſe them t&be printed, or keepe them 
with him in any ſort, orreade them. Alſo 
it commandeth ynder the ſame penaltics 
that whoſocuer haue them now, or — 
: aut 


haue them hereafter, he ſhall 1 vp- 
on the knowledge of this preſent Decree, 
exhibite them to the Ordinaries of che 
places (where he is) or the Inquiſitours. 
In teſtimony whereof this preſent Decree 


— 


was ſigned, and ſealed with the hand, and 


ſeale of the moſt Honorable, and moſt 


Reuerend Lord, the Lord Cardinall of S. 


Cecilia Byſhop of Alba, the 10. of March 
1614- 


P. Byſpop of Alla, Card. of S. Cæcilia. 
e place ꝙ for the Seale. 
| Regift. fol. 50, 
Fr. Thomas Pallauicinut of the Order of 
Preachers, S ——_— 4 
Printed in Rome by the Printer af the A- 
poſftolicall Chamber. 1614. 7 


An Admonition to the Reader, 
concerning the Reply of T. F. &c. 


1H His Decree of the Sacred Congre- 
gation, as it is thus tranſlated into 
Engliſh, Ihaue ( Caurteout Reader) taken 

- out of At. T. F. lately pubiiſhed, whoſe 
"=. A4 vnſound 


vnſound, and · inſufficient handling this 
Controuerſie, but yet ſome what cunning, 
and colourable, and thereſore caſie to 
blinde the eyes of the ſimple, Iwill, God; 
willing, ere it be long molt clearely, but 
modeſily diſcouer. In the meane time, 
thou maieſt very plainely ſperceiue the 
weakneſſe of his Diſeourſe (to omit his 
intemperate and vncharitable bitterneſſe) 
if thou doſt but conſider the true ſtate of 
the Controuerſie which is betwixt vs, 
and that all his Replies muſt be either 
euident demonſtrations, or inuihcible au- 
thorities, to which no probable anſwer 
can be giuen, otherwile he'onely beateth 
about the buſh,and will neuer prooue that 
which he pretended to conuince; and wilt 
alſo be pleaſed but ſleightly to reade ouer 
the Af pendix to my Theologicall Diſpu- 
tation, wherein I fully anſwered all the 
arguments , which Fa : Suarez, bringeth 
to demoſtrate the doctrine for the Popes 
power to depoſe Princes to be a point of 
faith; which Doctrine as this Authour 
conſeſſeth, is the maine queſtion between 
him and me : and therefore for the better 
confirmation of his Reply, hee nakedly 
vrgeth all Fa: Suarex arguments (but 
con- 
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concealing his' name) which I in that 
Appendix haue already fully ſatisfied, 

21 For fr ft, Iplainely declared the rea- 
ſon of that diſtinction, which I alledged 
betwixt the Popes power to command 
temporals, and to puniſh temporally by 
way of coertion , which diſtinction ſee- 
meth. greatly to trouble this Author, be- 
cauſe — perceiueth, that it ſatisfieth the 
chiefeſt Arguments, which are vſually 
brought ſrom the authoritie of many 
Canons, and from the nature and effects 
of Excommunication, to prooue, that the 
Pope hath power, not onely by the pri- 
uiledges of Princes, but alſo by Chriſt 
his inſtitution, and by conſequence of his 
Paſtorall office, to diſpoſe of temporals, 
and to inffidt temporall puniſhments by 


way of coërcion. 


3 Secondly, I ſhewed, that Marſilius 
of Padua, whom with other enemies of 
the Church, Searez atfirmerh to haue firſt 
impugned this Doctrine of depoſing tem- 


porall Princes by the Popes ſpirituall au- 


thoritie, was not by Catholike writers of 


former times accounred-an heretick, for 
chat he did impugne this Doctrine, nei- 
cher do thoſe Authours, who relate CI/ar- 


ſilius 


0 

filiws his errours, as Caſtre, Pratralas, D- 
Sander: , and others, note this for one, 
that the Pope hath not power to depoſe 

Princes; which is an euident ſigne, that 
before this our miſerable age, that Doc- 
trine for the Popes power to depoſe Prin- 
ces, was. not accounted by Catholickes ro 

be a point of faith, ' * | 

Thirty, that from the time of Gre- 

Forte the ſcuenth ho was the firſt Au- 
thour, that cleerely taught this Doctrine, 

(bur after he had firſt put it in praiſe)and 

was the firſt Pope; that, contrarie to tbe 
cuſtome of bis Anceſtors (ſaith Onupbrins ) 
dex eſed the Reman Emperor (for which 
cauſe her had much adoe to cleere himſelf 
euen with his own friends, as appeareth 
by the Letter, which Hermanus Biſhop 
F fenix, his deare friend, and follower 
in ail ſuch his proceedings, wrote vnto 

him, defiring to be ſatisfied herein, and 
was by Sigebert, who in thoſe dayes was 
greatly eſteemed by the wiſeſt for his 

ſingular vertue; and learning , although 

Cardinal Baroniut, and Cardinall Bellare 

wine doe without ſufficient ground call 

kun a Sciſmatick, at that time impeached 
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. chicfeſt Ieſuites of France therein named, 
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ef noveltie , not to ſay, of berefie, for ſo 
bee Sigeberts words)it hath been conti- | 
pually euen to theſe our daies contradict- 
ed by Catholike Authors, as appeareth by * Fn cbro- 
Joannes Trubemius, and Iacobut Almai- * — 1 
vu b chere related, bur eſpecially by rhe ſang. ad ar- | 
Ringdome of France, as witneſſeth Petrus num 1106. 
Pitbæus, © a man greatly commended by In lib. se 
Fa: Poſſeuine the Ieſuit, for his ſingular — 
learning and knowledge in Antiquities, — 4 
d and it is ſufficiently confirmed by the ,gnciuſ 12. 
late proceeding at Paris againſt the © In codice 
bookes of Card: Bella-mine, Becanus l bertatum 
Schulckenins , and now laſtly of Suarez, — 2 
whoſe booke was for this Doctrine by a 4% Appa- 
ſolemne Decree of the Parliament of Pa- rata verb 
tis, and Printed by the Kings Printer, and Petras Pi- 
with the Kings priviledge condemned, tb. 
and reprochfully burned the 27. of Tune 

paſt by the hangman, before the great 
Staires of the Pallace , and foure of the 


were enioyned vnder paine of treaſon in 
their Sermons to exhort the people to 
the contrarie Doctrine: And doubtleſſe 
this Authour, who in all points followeth 
theſe former mens ſteps, it his booke had 
beene printed in Latine, would haue 

quickly 


quickly perceiued by the fruits of his 
own labours, whether in France there be 
any Catholikes, who doe impugne this 
Doctrine of depoſing Princes by the 
Popes authotitie, or no: And yet this Au- 
thour would cunningly perfwade the ſim- 

ler ſort of Catholikes,therby to perplexe 
their conſciences, that I onely am the 
man, who doc impugne this temporall 
authoritic of the Pepe to depoſe Prin- 
ces; whereas hee cannot be ignorant, that 
beſides mee, many others cf our nation, 
as both the Barclaies, Mi Blackwell, Mr 
Warmingron, Mr. E arret, thoſe thirteene 
Renerena Vr. eſts, all by publike writings, 
and many chers of the beſt learned of 
our Nation, both Prieſts, andlay-men I 
could name, who are of my opinion; and 
if it were not for the clamors, threatnings, 
and violent proceedings of our Aduerſa- 
ries, ¶ meanc not Proreſtants)they vvould 
publikely profeſſe as much as I haue done: 
and as for the State of France, what opi- 
nion they be of, it is manifeſt, And there. 
fore that Doctrine of Vaſquez concerning 

robable opinions may bee very wel ap- 

lyed to this my doctrine, howſocuer this 


Author falſcly ſuppoſing tlie Doctti ne for 
N the 
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the Popes power to depoſe Princes to be 
defined, would gladly perſwade our Eng- 
liſh Catholikes to the contrarie. 

Fourthly, I ſhewed in that booke, 


chat ſeeing the Pope is not the Church, 
but onely a principall member thereof, 


their is to bee made à great diſtinction 
berweene the facts, and practiſes of Popes, 
and betweene the facts and practiſe of the 
Church: neicher is the practiſe of many 
Popes, to bee accounted the practiſe of 
the Church, vnleſſe by the vvhole Church 
it be allowed, as that opinion and practiſe 
for the Popes power to depoſe Princes, 
and to inflict tempotall puniſhments by 
way of coërtion neuer was: and there. 
fore although it be, and hath beene, the 
more common opinion of Catholikes for 
ſome ages paſt, that the Pope hath au- 
thority to depoſe, yet that it is certaine, 
and not to bee contradicted, but to bee 
belceucd as a point of faith, and the con- 
trary not to be accounted an opinion, but 
rather an hereſie, is altogether falſe. To 
the Councell of Lateran, which but of late 
__ hath been vrged, and that onely 
yſame few, becauſe Suarez did onely 
barely relate it, and not vrge the — 
ere- 
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thereof, I did remithim to the Preface 
of my Apo/oge/rcall Anſwere , wherein! 
largely diſcourſed of the Decree of that 
Councel. But becaule this Authot ſeemeth 
to ſtand much thcreon, as the chiefe pil- 
lar and ground of his pretended defini. 
tion, I Vill at large in my Anſwere to his 
Reply treate of that Councell, aud fatisfie 
all the cauils (which neuertheleſſe ſhould 
bee cleere demonſtrations ,if this Author 
did intend vo proue his purpoſe) vvhich 
hee hath taken out of D. Sixp/erons,or ra- 
ther Fa: Leſsins his Diſcuſſion. of. the 
Decree of that Councell, and I will ſhewy, 
that it cannot be ſufficiently proued, firſt, 
that the Councell by thoſe words, tempo- 
rall Lord, did — to include Souetaiꝑn 
Princes; ſecendiy, that although it $a 
by thoſe words vnderſtand Soueraigne 
Princes, yet that it did not ſuppoſe, — 
the Pope had authoritie to depoſe Soue · 
außer Princes & thirdiy, that although it 
did ſuppoſe it, yet it did not ſuppoſe it as a 
oint of faith, and an yndoubred doctrine, 
— at the moſta as probable opinion, ſo 
that from the authoritie of this Councel it 
can not bee conuinced, that . ĩt is a — of 


faich or an vndoubted doctrine, that the 
| Pope 
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Pope hath authoritie to depoſe Soueraign 
Princes, | | 
6 Laſth, thou maiſt perceiue (Good 
Reader) what ſtrange paradoxes this Au- 
thor dare aduenture to maintaine by this, 
that he bluſheth not toaffirme, & would 
cunningly perſwade our State, that my 
manner of handling this controuerſie pro- 
bably, concerning the Popes authoritie to 
depoſe Princes &c. is dangerous & pernici- 
ent 80 his CMaieſtie, and therefore, tha: 
books deſerue to be prolubitod, uo leſſe in Eng. 
land then Rome, and that wiſt men in the 
parts where bee u, doe greatly marxell , how 
it can fland with the wiſedome of his Mais- 
Ries Conneell to permit them to bee printed 
and publiſhed in England, 
| But if this Author had either fin- 
cerely or entirely related my opinion, or 
elſe had put in minde the Reader againſt 
what kinde of Aduerſaries I doe oppoſe, 
he would preſently haue perceiued, that 
ir is too apparantly, & ſhamefully vntrue, 
chat my manner of handling this queſtion 
obably is dangerous and pernicious to 
» Maieſtie, as this Author doth endeuor 
toperſwade his Maieſty,not for any loue 
888 edges, 
| ut 
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but to the end, by all likelihood, that hee 
and ſuch like violent ſpirits, may vvrite 
more freely, and without being controu- 
led or contradicted by Catholikes, who, 
as hee is perſwaded doe little regard the 
wriungs,and opinions of Proteſtants con- 
cerning this or any other Doctrine. For it 
may be dangerous to his Maieſtie to han- 
dle a queſtion probably againſt one Ad- 
uerſarie, which will bee nothing dange- 
rous to handle it probably againſt an o- 
ther. As for example, if it were agreed 
ypon by all Catholikes, that the Pope 
hath no power to depoſe hes Aaieftre , 
then it were dangerous to his Maieſtie, 
that any Catholike ſhould call this in que- 
ſtion, and diſpute it probably: but if ou 
the contrarie ſide, all Catholikes ſhould 
agree in this, that it were certaine, vn- 
ionable, and a point of faith, that 

e Pope hath power to depoſe his Ma- 
ieſtis, and to abſolue his Subiects of their 
allegiance, to command them to take 
armes againſt him, &c. then if a Catho- 
ke ſhould call this in queſtion, or, which 
3s all one, diſpute it probably, and main- 
raine that it is not certaine be the Pope 


hath ſuch an authoritie,bur it is _ 
able 
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able, and — that hee hath it not, 
no man of any ſenſe, ot vnderſtanding can 
affirme, that ſuch a manner of diſputing 
this queſtion probably againſt thoſe Ad- 
uerſaries, who hold it for certaine, can be 
. dangerous, or pernicious to hit 


 HMateſtie. 


8 Now behold the manner that I 
haue taken in handling this Controuerſie. 
(ard. Bellarmin, G reter, Leſſius, Becanms, 
Smarez,, and other Diuines, eſpecially of 
the Society of Ieſus, whom this Authour 
doth in eucry ſteppe, as though he were 
their Creature, follow, haue laid this for a 
ſure and vndoubted ground, that it is 2 
point of faith, — beleeued as cer- 
taine, and ynderpaine of eternall damna- 
tion by all Catholikes, that the Pope hath 
power to depoſe Princes, to abſolue Sub- 
iects from their Allegiance, and thereupon 
to commaund them to beare Armes, and 
raiſetumults againſt their Prince ſo depo- 
ſed, So that you ſee, that they already 
haue layd the danger, and vndoubted o- 
uerthrow to his Maieſties perſon and 
Crowne, if the Pope ſhould perehance 
depoſe him, in that they affirme, that all 
Catholikes are 11 in * to 

Tor- 
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ſorſake him, and to fulfill the Popes com- 
maund, to the deſtruction of His. Ma- 
zeſties perſon and State. This Doctrine, 
to wit; chat it is a point of Faith, and vn- 
doubted principle of Catholike Religion, 
that the Pope hath power to depoſe Prin- 
ces, and to inflict all temporal puniſhments 
by way of coercion, and that all Catho- 
likes are bound in conſcience to forſake 
his Maieftie, and to beare Armes againſt 
him, in caſe the Pope ſhould depoſe him, 
I haue taken vpon me, for two principall 
reaſons, to impugne, and do not doubt 
cleerely to maintaine the ſame againſt the 
clamours of this Authour, or any other 
whatſocuer . My firſt reaſon was, for that 
it is againſt the truth and puritie of the 
Catholike Church, She being the piller and 


ground of truth, that doubtfull opinions, 


and which among Catholikes are onely 
in Controuerſie, and by the Parliament of 
Paris, haue beene condemned as ſcanda- 
tous, ſeditiout, dammable, and Pernitions, 
ſhould be enforced vpon Engliſh Catho- 
likes, as an vndoubted doctrine of the 
Catholike Faith, to the vttet ouerthrow 
of themſclues, and their whole poſterity, 
by me who are in no danger tolooſe, but 

cather 
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rather to gaine tempotall aduancement 
thereby, 

9 My ſecond reaſon was, to aſſure 
His Ala eſtie, that all Engliſh Catholikes 
may, according to the grounds of Catho- 
like Religion, be true, and conſtant Sub- 
ies; and that notwithſtanding any ſen- 
tence of excommunication, or depriuation 
denounced, or to be denounced againſt . 
bis Maieſtie by the Pope, they may with 
a ſafe conſcience (marke well what I ſay) 
and alſo in practiſe they are bound, to ad- 
here to his Maieſtie, and obey him in 
temporals, as ſtill remaining their true 
and lawfull Soueraigne, and to reſiſt any 
ſuch ſentence of Excommunication, or de- 
priuation , The reaſon wherefore I affir- 


med, that Catholikes mighe with a ſafe 


conſcience adhere to his Mateſtie , and 
refiſt the Popes ſentence of depriuation, 
was, for that it is a probable opinion, and 
which with a ſafe conſcience, and without 
danger of Herehie, error, or temerity, may 
bee embraced by Catholikes, that the 
Pope hath no authority to depoſe Princes, 
nor to inflit temporall puniſhments by 


way of coercion, but that the laſt puniſh- 


ment, to which the Eccleſiaſticall power 
is extended, are onely Eccleſiaſticall and 
B2 ſpirituall 
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l ſpiritual cenſures. Wherefore, that which 
il this Author affirmeth, that I confeſſe, that * 
hi it is probable, that the Pope can depoſe f 
1 Princes is vntrue, vnleſſe he meane that 1 4 
| confeſſe it for diſputation ſake , or as we 
| viually ſay, Dato non conceſſo , it being | b 
1 giuen, not graunted, for that it maketh no- 4 
I thing for, or againſt the queſtion which is 
. in hand. Therefore poſitiuely I neither 
(| affirme it, nor deny it, neither with that 


part of the contradiction, Whether #t bee 
probable, that the Pope can depoſe, aud whe- 
ther it be probable th 1 the Oath may not be 
talen, doe Iintermeddle: but whereas our 
| | Aduerfarics doe with fo great violence 
mayntaine, that it is c:rtaine, and an 
vndoubted doctrine of Faith, that the 
Pope can depoſe, and that the Oath 
Fl cannot bee taken, I at this pte ſent doe 
F | affirme the contrary , That it i pro- 

| 
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bable, that the Pipe cannot depeſe , ard 
that the Oath may lawſully be taken Neither 
doe I, as this Authour impoſetli vpon me, 
take probable in that ſenſe, as ¶ icero in his 
di Paradoxes did take it, when he affirmed, 
[ That nothmg is ſo incredible, which by argu- 
141 ing may not be made pro fable, taking — - 

$i. ble, for chat which hack: fomaſhew or color 
110 of probability, ordo I take probable ſot that 
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Which hold for probable, howſocuer ab- 
ſurde it be, (as this Authour abſurdly af- 

firmeth, that without doubt I doe) but 

doe take probable in that ſenſe, as Diuines 

doe take a probable epmicn and which may 

be followed with a ſafe conſcience, as I 

declared out of Vaſquez, and hereafter a- 

gainſt this Authour, and his confuſed de- 

ſcription of probable, which ſerueth onely 

to intangle the conſciences of the ſimple, 

I will mare at large declare, in which ſenſe 

no Hereſie or erroneous doctrine can bee 

made proba le, the contrary being deci- 
ded by the Church, as this doctrin for the 

Popes power to depoſe neuer was, but 
hath ever beene impugned by Catholike 
Writers vpon ſufficient grounds, and now 
lately condemned by the State of France, 

as pernicious and damnable doctrine. 

10 But the ſecond and principall rea- 
ſon, which I brought for ; ſecuring of 
his Maieſſie, and which this Author T. F. 
fraudulently concealeth, wherefore Eng- 
liſh Catholikes not onely may in ſpecula- 
tion, for the reaſon aforeſaide, but alſo in 
prattife are l ound, to adhere to his 1 aieſty, 
and to reſiſt the Popes ſentence of depri- 
uation, was, for that, ſuppoſing ſpecula- 
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tively it be vncertaine, whether the Pope 
hath any ſuch — to depoſe à King, ot 
no, it is an yndoubred rule among Law- 
yers, and grounded vpon the light of na- 
ture, and principles of Diuinity, that i 
cauſa dubia, ſine incerta, melior eſt conditio 
poſſid-ntis, In à doubt u i and diſputable caſe 
the ſtate of him that is in poſſeſuon is the be- 
ter : And againe, Cum ſunt iura partium 
obſcura fauendum eſt res potiui, quam alt- 
ri, VF hen it is unknowne, which of the par- 
ties that are in ſuite hath right, the defen- 
dant is to bee preferred before the plaintiffe. 
Secing therefore that from the very firſt 
beginning of this Controuerſie, concer- 
ning the authority of Popes, and immuni- 
ty of Kings; that is, from the time of Cre - 
gory the ſeuenth, who was the firſt Pope 
that challenged vnto him this temporall 
power ouer Kinges, this authority of the 
Pope to depoſe Kinges (callit temporall 
or ſpirituall, as you pleaſe) hath beene vn- 
certaine, diſputable, and euer contradic- 
ted by Catholikes, both Kinges and Sub- 
ies, and therefore it cannot be ſaid that 
the Pope was euer in poſſeſſion of this au- 
therity, (although we ſhould grant, that 
power, right, or authority may be ſaid — 

c 
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be pofleſſed in that ſenſe as poſſeſſion is 
taken in Law, whereof in my Anſwere to 
this Authors Reply, Iwil more at large diſ- 
courſe) it conſequently followeth, that 
what opinion ſoeuet any Catholike fol- 
low ſpecslatig:ly , Coricerning the Popes 
power ta depoſe, yet in præctiſe, vntill this 
Conttouerſie, concerning the Popes au- 
thority to depoſe Kings, and the immunity h 
of Kings not to be de poſe d, ſhall be deci- 
ded, as yet it is not, he cannot with a good 
conſcience endeuour to thruſt out a King 
ſo depoſed from the Kingdome, or Domi- 
nions which he lawfully poſſ ſeth, Wher- 
fore in the end of my Apologie I wrote 
theſe expreſſe words, of which alſo in my 
Epiſtle Dedicatory to his Holineſſe I made 
mentiõ Aud therfore if exther Pape, Prince. 
or any other forainer ſuould attempt to ti ruſt 
an bereticall Prince out of the Ringdome 
which he poſſeſſeth ; this Contr:uerſie conce 
ning the depoſi ion of Princes being vrdeci- 
ded, he ſheul1 contrary to therules of Inftice 
do hin} moſt manife/i n rong. And much 
more a Subictt cannot be cæcuſe i from ma- 
nifeſt treaſon, what opinion ſo ner hee deth 
ſpeculatizely mamtam concerning the Popes 


temporall pawer, whoprattically under colour 
| B4 perckance 
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perchance of dewotion to the See eApeſtolike, 
not duly alſo conſidering the bond of his Al- 
legiance towards his Soueraigne, ſhould en- 
deuour to thruſt his lawfull Prince out of his 
King dome which he poſſeſſeth , notwithſtau- 
ding any Excommunication, or ſentence of 
deprination denounced by the Pope againſt 
bim. Wherefore it is apparant, that in 
praiſe I taught it to bee abſolutely falſe, 
that the Pope hath authority to depoſe 
Princes, 

11 Conſider now (good Reader) firſt 
the vnſinc ere dealing of this Author, who 
concealeth the cheefeſt part of my opini- 
on in ſecuring his Maicſtie of the con- 
ſtant loyalty and allegiance, wherein all 
his Catholique Subiects are in conſcience 
bound vnto him, that thereby hee may 
cauſe his Maieſtie to be iealous of my fi- 
delitie, and to account me no good Sub- 
ie ct, as this Authour falſely affirmeth, that 
] am neither a good Subiect, nor a good 
Catholike, or Childe of the Church. But 
I truſt in God, that it will appeare to all 


men, that [nſurrexerunt in me teſtes iniqui, 


& mentita eſt iniquitas ſibi, That falſe wit- 
meſſes are riſen vp againſt me, and wickęd- 


26. neſſe hath belyed her ſelf; and that I will e- 
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ver prooue my ſelfe to bee both a good 
Subie& to his Maieſtie, and alſo a dutifull 
child of the Catholike Church, 

12 Secondlie, conſider the reaſon, why 
this Authour is fo greatly offended, that I 
at this preſent doe onely take in hand (by 
anſwering probably all the arguments 
which on the contrary fide are = obie- 
Red) to ſhew, chat it is atleaſt-wiſe pro- 
bable, that the Pope hath no authority to 
depoſe Princes; and conſequently, that 
any man may with a probable and ſafe 
conſcience take the Oath; (for that the 
doctrine concerning the Popes authority 
to depoſe, is by this Authaurs'owne con- 
feſſhon; the maine queſtion betwixt him 
and me, and the cheefe ground wherefore 
the Oath is iudged to be vnlawfull.) His 
reaſon therefore is, for that hee ſa right 
well, what great aduantage I had againſt 
him, and What little aduantage hee had 
againſt me, in arguing or rather anſwering 
in this ſort, ang therefore he callethir in 
heat of his zeale, The moſt develiſh dexice 
that any man could inuent. And truly if I 
ſhould at this fitſt beginning haue treated 
of this Controuerſie in any other manner, 
then by handling it probably, in that ſenſe 
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as I haue declared, I might worthily haue 
beene cenſured of great imprudency, in 
giuing my Aduerſary more —_— a 

2inſt mee then was needfull, For this is 
the State of the queſtion, whether ut can be 
cleerely v6: by the autiority of the ho- 
ly Seriptures , A cient Fathers, General 
Conncels, or by neceſſary inferences fr 4- 
ny of them, as our — pretend to 
conuince, t hat it is an vndaul ted doctrinc of 
Faith, and the contrary not be defended by a. 
ny Catholike, that the Pope hath power to de- 
poſe Prince: ; and conſequently that the oath 
cannot lawfully be taken, This is the queſti- 
on: Marke now the aduantage ] haue: for 
ft 1 am not to prooue but onely to aun- 
{wer : to defend, not to oppoſe : Secondllie, 
it is ſufficient for me, that my anſwers be 
onely probable ; but there Replyes muſt 
not bee onely probable, but alſo conuin. 
cing, and which with any probabilitie 
cannot bee anſwered, So that if I ſhould 
goe about at the firſt to proue my opinion 
to be moſt true, which my aduerſary affir- 
meth not to be queſtionable, I ſhould,as it 
is euident, greatly diſaduantage my ſelfe. 


For in ſuch Conttouerſies, as are ſo vio- 


lently maintained by the Aduerſary, _ 
c 


affirme, eAg-eed vpon by the conſent almoſt Nm. dp. 


trtuer opinion notwithſtanding the prac- 
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he will not grant the contrary part to bee 
ER it is neceſſary to proceed by 

egrees; firſt to make the thing que ſtion- 
able and diſputable, which the aduetſe 
part will not haue to be called in queſtion: 
and after this is once agreed vpon, then 
to examine whether opinion be the trueſt. 
Forperchance it may fall our, that as the 
7 for the immaculate Conception 
of our B. La y, before Scotus did — 
himſelfe therein againſt 8. Thomas and his 
followers, was ſcarſe accounted probable, 
yet afterwards it was daily more and more 
followed, ſo that now it is eſteemed to be 
the farte more true opinion: and as Al- 
phon ſus Salmeron, f and Fa. Suaree 5 doe ; 


5 
"I 


In exp,5.4 #6 F 


of tbe Vniuerſall Ch rob, and of the Eccle- 5 i. ccc. 5 
faaſticall writers, Biſhops, Heligious Orders, ine. 
and N niuerſitiet;and as that opinion, hich Toms. 2 
holdeth that the Pope hath not power to fe Sona 1 
diſpence in the ſolemne vow of religious | 
chaſtitie, neither in any lawfull marriage 
before it be conſummare, is accounted by 
very many learned men to bee the fatre 


tiſe of many Popes tothe contrary : So ir 
may fall out, that in proceſſe of time this 
opinion 


— 
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opinion that denieth the Popes authority 
ro depoſe Princes, may bee embraced by 
almoſt all Eccleſiaſticall Writers, Biſhops, 
Religious Orders, and Vniuerſities, not- 
withſtanding the praQiſe of many Popes, 
IT anckthe ychement oppoſition of the Ieſu- 
15 ites at this preſent time to the contrary. 
1 13 Thirdh, conſider how little behol- 
| ding are Engliſh Catholikes to this Au- 
thor, T. F. who will needes enforce them 
tuen with the temporall ouerthrowe of 
themſelues, and of theit whole poſteritie 
to defend that docttine to bee of faith, 
which the State of France hath condem- 
| ned for ſcandalous, ſeditions, demnable,and 
Nt perzicions, and alſo endeuoureth to per- 
t {wade his Maieſty,that no Catholick can, 
according to the grounds of Catholike re- 
ligion, be a true, and loyall Subic& to hrs 
i! Maieftie, but at the Popes pleaſure, or 
"lt which is all one, ſo long 2 the Pope 
1 ſhall not depoſe him, which hee may doe 
at his pleaſure. But we haue y ho 


I} Publiſhed in bir Alaiefties ſingular wiſedome, and 


| _— clement diſpoſition, wherof we haue had 
che Gun- both by hir Maieſties gracious Procla- 
"Powder trea. mation — bookes, and effectuall 
| deeds ſufficient triall, that he will not bee 
i. | drawne 
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drawne by the falſe ſuggeſtion of this Au- 
thor, (who would haue all Catholikes to 
be of the fame violent ſpirit as hee is) to 
haue all his Catholike Subiects, in che 
ſame degree of iealouſie, but that he will 
cuer make a diſtinction betwixt them, 
who are his true hearted Subiects, and 
moſt loyall in all temporall affaires, and 
wil aduenture all, chat they haue, and are, 
in defence of bis Maieſlies Royall perſon, 
and dignitie, againſt any ſentence of de- 
priuation whatſocuer, which ſhall be de- For ſo | 
nounced againſt him by the Pope, i (aſſu- — 1 
ring themſelues. that it is conformable to — 14 
che grounds of Catholike Religion which Prictts Mr | If 
they profeſſe, and not repugnant to that P.Bijbp, of! 
ſpirituall obedience wherein they ſtand — 4 
bound to the ſupreme Paſtour of the Ca- — . 
tholike Church) and choſe other Cathc» aa bearin 
likes, who thinking it to bee a point date che la 
of faich, that the Pope hath authoritie to o January il 
dethrone Soueraigne Princes, will onely u 3 
defend bis Maieftie, and yeeld him tem- On. * 
porall obedience, vntill the Pope, after his T Tbetb: tt 
ſentence of depriuation ſhall command copie whe 
them the contratie. And therefore ler this of thou 
Author 7. F. aſſure himſelfe, chat all his m 
clamorous words, and threatning ſpee- dix, pag 
ches 346. 
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ches ſhall nothing diſcourage mee from 
defending the truth, neither am] preſt 
on, to write againſt him or any other, to 
ſhew my wit, as hee falſely affirmeth, or 
for hope ef any temporall lucre, or prefers 
ment, but meerely and fincerely for the 
loue I beare to God, Religion, the Cathos 
like truth, ray Prince, and Countrey : for 
which cauſes I neither am, nor euer vvill 
be aſhamed ro be preſt on,to write againſt 
this T. F. or any other ſuch like 3 
who liuing in other countreyes, and out 
of danger to looſe any thing, but rather 
in hope to obtaine aduancement by their 
writings, will preſſe Engliſh Catholikes to 
defend, with danger of looſing all that 
they haue. & of incurring their Soweraigne 
his high diſpleaſure, that Doctrine to = 
of fic , Which the State of France ac- 
counteth damnabſe, and enioyneth the Ie- 
ſuites vnder paine of tteaſon to preach the 
contrarie, as thou ſhalt pereciue by the 
Decree, which followeth, which is true- 
ly tranſlated out of the French copie, prin- 
ted at Paris, vvhich I haue conferred with 


this Engliſh. 
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A DECREE 
Of the Court of Parliament made the 


26. and executed the 27.of Tune 1614. 
AGAINST 


A Booke printed at Cologne this 
preſent yeere, entituled, Franciſci 
Suarez Granatenſis Societatis leſu 
Doct᷑oris Theologi Defenſio fidei Ca- 
tholicæ, et Apoſtolice aduerſus A 
glicane ſectæ errores, containing di- 
uers maximes, and propoſitions 
repugnant to the 2 o- 
wer of Kings, ordained and eſtabli- 
ſhed by God, the ſafetie of their 
perſons, and the peace and tran- 
quilitie of their States. 


The place wv where are ſet the 
Kings armes, 


At Paris, 

By F. Morel, and Peter Mettayer, the 
Kings Printers and Stationers in Ordina- 
ric, 1614. 

With his Maiefties priniledge. 
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| Extracted out of the Regiſters of the 
Parliament, 
HE Court of the great Chamber, 
- 4  Towurnelle,and ofthe Edict aſſembled, 
having viewed the Booke printed at Co- 
logne this preſent yeare, entituled, Fran- 
ciſe i Suarez Granatenſis , è Secietate Ieſu, 
Doftoris — Defenſio Fidei Catholica 
et Apoſtolice, aduerſus Anglicanæ ſectæ er. 
rores, containing in the third book (bap- 
ter 23. pages 376. 79.80. 8 2. Chapter 29. 
pages 310, 11.1 2.13. 14.15. 16. 17. 18.19. 
20, Chapter õ. page 8 34. Chap. . pag. 844. 
and in other places many propoſitions a- 
gainſt the Soueraigne power of Kings or- 
ained and eſtabliſhed! by God,the peace 
and tranquilitie of their States, and that it 
is lawfull for their Subiects and ſtrangets 
to attempt againſt their Perſons. Conclu- 
ſions of the Kings Atturney Generall. 
All chis being conſidered, 
The ſaid Court hath declared, and doth 


declare the Propoſitions, and Maximes 


contained in the ſaid booke, to be ſcan- 
dalous, and ſeditious, tending to the ſub- 
nerfion of States, and to induce the Sub- 
tects of Kings, and Soueraigne Princes ; 
an 
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and others to attempt againſt theirSacred 
Perſons, and the — mentioning 
King Chlowis, and Philip the faire to bee 
falſe and ſlanderous, and hath alſo ordained 
and dorh ordaine, that the ſaid Fooke of 
Suarez, be burned in the ( omrt of the Pal- 
lace by the Executioner of high Iuſtice. And 
it hath, and doth inhibite, and forbid all 
ſellers of Bookes, and Printers, to print, 
ſell, or diſperſe any of the ſaid bookes, and 
alſo all other perſons of whatſocuer cal- 
ling or condition they bee, to haue, to 
write out, to retaine, or to teach in 
Schooles, orelſewhere, or to Diſpute the 
ſaid Maximes, or propoſitions, It aiſo or- 
daineth according to the Decree of the 8 
of Tune 16 to. that the Decree of the Fa- 
cultie of Dminitie made vpon the 4. of 
June the fame ycere, concerning the re- 
newing of the Doctrinall Cenſuce of the 
ſaid Facultie beating date the yeere 1408. 
confirmed by the Councell of Conſtance, 
together with this preſent Decree, as alſo 
thoſe of the yeere 1578 & 95.ſhall yeare- 
ly be read the — day of Iune, as vvell 
in the ſaid Facultie, as in the Colledge of 
the Prieſts, and Schollers of the Colledge 
of Clermont, and of the foure Orders of 

C beg- 
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begging Fryars: And that i the requeſt 
of the Kings Attourney General informa- 
tions ſhall bee taken of the contrauenti- 
ons againſt the ſaid Decrees, and Prohi- 
bitions made againſt writing, hauing, or 
keeping the like bookes. Giuen in Parlia- 
ment rhe 26. day of Iune 1614. 


Signed. Doiſin. 


Furthermore it is Decteed, tfiat the Fa⸗ 
thers, Ignace Armand, Rector in this Ci- 
tie, Cotton, Frorton, and Simund, ſhall 
bee ſummoned the firſt day to the Court, 
and to them ſhall be ſhewed, that contra- 
rie to their declaration, and Decree of 
their General of the yeare 1610. the Book 
of Sxerez, bath been printed, and brought 
into this Citic, impugnir.z the authoritie 
of the King, and againſt the ſafety of his 
Perſon,and State: and they ſhall bee en- 
ioined to cauſe their General} to renew 
the ſaid Decree, and to publiſh ir, and to 
bring in an Act — within theſe fix 
monethes: and to prouide, that no Books 
containing ſuch damnable, and pernici- 
ous propoſitions bee made, or publiſhed 
by any of their company: and alſo = 

all 
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ſhall be enioyned in their Sermons to ex- 
hort the people to the Doctrine contratie 
to the ſaid propoſitions. Otherwiſe the 
Court will proceed againſt the tranſgreſ- 
ſours as men guiltie of Treaſon, and di- 
ſturbers of the publike quietnes. 
This aboue ſaid Decree, and the De- 
creed were pronounced in the preſence 
of the Fathers, Ignace Armand, Charles 
de la Toure in the abſence of Peter Cet - 
ton, Frontox da Duc, and [ames Sir- 
mund. And the Decree was put in exe 
cution before the great Stayres of the 
Pallace the 27. of June, 1614. | 


A Copy of a Letter, which is ſaid 
to bewriter by the moſt Reuerend, 
and right Honorable Lord, the 


Popes unc io at Bruſſelt, to Mr George 
Birket Arch-presbyrer then jiving, 


| \ 
Very Reuerend Sir, and as a brother moſt 
beloved im Chriſt 


Here came into the Citie of Rowe 2 
Theologicall Diſputation concerning 
the Oath of Allegiance, the third worke 
C 2 pub- 
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publiſhed vnder the name of Fiddring'on ; 
After it was there diligently examined, 
our moſt Holy Lord declared, that hee in 
no wiſe accepted of the Dedication of 
that booke, and that he thought the Au- 
thor of it was neither a child of the 
church, nor a Catholike; and further,that 
all Catholikes ſhould abſtaine from the 
reading thereof, Of theſe things I was 
certified ſome few daies fince by let- 
ters of the congregation of the yniuerſall 
Romane Inquifition by the commande. 
ment of his Holineſſe, to the end that 1 
ſhould write thereof eſpecially to your 
Reuerence, that you may Fanife the — 
to the Catholikes there, and according to 
your wiſdome make it known vnto them. 
God defend your Reuerence with his 
heauenly cuſtodie. From Bruxells the 26, 
Nouemb. 1613. 


Of your Reuerence moſt 
louing and reſpectiue 


To the Letters which are ſpread abroad 
among vi no name is ſubſcribed, 


4d 


' fiaſticallpuniſhments, 


A COPY OF ROG W 1o- 


DRINGTONS Purgation. 


To the moſt Holy and moſt Bleſſed Father 
Pope PAL the fifth, Ro oR Wipe 


DRINGTON an Engliſh Catholike 
wiſheth cue:laſting happines. 


I 1 came ynto my hands ſome 
few daies ſince ( mo/t bleſſid Father) 
2 certaine Decree of the Sacred Congte- 
gation of the right Honourable Cardinals 
of the Holy Romane Church, who are de- 
puted for the examining of bookes, dated 
the 16, day of March of this preſent yeere 
1614, and printed in Rome by the printer 
of the Apoſtolicall Chamber, vvherein 
two bookes written by me in finceritie , 
and ſumplicitie of heart, are by name, but 
yet onely in generall words without na- 
ming any crime either in particular or in 
generall, at which many doe maruell, al- 
together condemned and forbidden 5 
the commaudement of your Holmeſſe, An 
the Author of them vnleſſe he ſhall forth» 
with purge himſclfe, is threatned to bee 
puniſhed with Cenſures, and other Eccle- 


C3 2 But 
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2 But what manner of purging your 
Holineſſe doth expect at my hands, who 
am the Authour of thoſe Bookes, and of 
what crime I ought to purge my ſelfe(ſee- 
ing that in this Decree there is no crime 
either in particular, or in generall obiect- 
ed againſt me of which I ſhould purge my 
ſelfe, neither is my conſcience priuie to 
any crime for the making, or publiſhing 
of thoſe bookes) I can not verily in any 
wiſe perceiue. I know that certaine Do- 
Qors miſinterpreting my words, haue in 
their publike writings falſcly, and very 
miuriouſly, not to ſpeake a more heinous 
word (I pray God to forgme them) im- 
peached me of certaine crimes (by whoſe 
inſtigation I know not whether your Ho- 
uneſſe hath beene mooued to condemne 
thoſe bookes) but confidering that both 
they are my Aduexſaries in this contro- 
uerſie, and that they are mooued, as 1 

thinke, rather by affection, then by ſo- 
lide reaſon, and alſo that they do foulely 
corrupt my words, and wreſt them to a 
moſt bad ſenſe, and neuer intended by 
mee (as I could moſt clecrely demon- 
ſtrate to your Folineſſe, if it vvere now 2 
conuenient time) I doe not thinke, that 
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ſo great authoritie is to bee giuen, either 
to their ſayings or writings, of what lear- 
ning, or dignitie ſo euer otherwiſe they 
be, that they are of force to binde mee, 
eitber to embrace their opinions, eſpeci- 
ally being grounded vpon ſo weake foun- 
dations, or not to defend my innocencie 
from their falſe accuſations in ſuch an ex- 
ceeding great crime, as hereſic is, 

And that our Holineſſe way cleere- 
ly perceiue, that I haue alreadie in theſe 
bookes, which are forbidden by your 
commandement , purged my ſelfe as 


much, as is ſufficient for a child of the 


Catholike Church, I thinke it neceſſarie 
to repeate againe with as much breuitie 
as may be in what manner I haue in thoſe 
bookes made profeſſion of the Catholike 
faith (which in my opinion aboundant] 

ſufficerh for the purging of my ſelfe from 
all jimprration of hereſie, crrour , or any 
other crime, which doth depend on 
theſe) and for whatthing I made Suppli- 
cation to your Holin:ſſe in that Diſputati- 
on of the oath of Allegiance, that thete- 
by your Holineſſe may manifeſtly perceiue, 


that ſome perſons, not of the meaneſt de- 


gree, although perchance with the 1gno- 
C4 rant 
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rant ſort of people they doe greatly im- 
paire my creuite, yet they doe alio ring 
your Holineſſe into no ſmall — bor 
among prudent Catholikes, and eſpeci- 
ally among thoſe, who are Aduerſaries to 
the Catholike faith, whiles they are not 
afraid to diuulge, not fo circumſpectly in 
my iud gement as is fitting, that your Ho- 
lineſſe did in good earneſt auouch , that 
von tho ght the Aut hour of that Diſputa- 
tion to bee neither a Catholthe, nor a child 
of the Church ( whereas the Author doth 
profeſſe himſelfe both to be a Catholike, 
and a child of the Catholike Romane 
Church, and ſubmitteth moſt humbly 
that Diſpuration and all his other writings 
to the iudgement of the Holy Catholike 
Romane Church) either that you would 
accept of the Dedication: cf that booke, 
whereas that Dedication , as it is mani- 
feſt by the Epiſtle of the Author writ- 
ten to your Holmrſſe, was onely à moſt 
kumble Supplicatiom of the Author, and 
of other Catholikes vnto your Ho/meſſe, 
that your Hol neſſe, as being the ſupreme 
Paſtour of the Cathohke Church, and 
whoſe office is to inſtruct, and confirme 
the ſheepe of Chriſt in the Catholike 

| fauh, 


faith, would bee pleaſed to inſtruct the 

in the Catholike faith, & in thoſe things, 
which yowr Holmeſſe had declared by your 
Brewe: to be cleerely repugnant to faith, 
and ſaluation. And that your Holizeſſe did 
ſpeake the aforeſaid words, both of the 
Authour, - and alſo of the Dedication , 
ſome here giue forth, that your Hol- 
eſſe his Nuncius then reſiding at 5raſſels 
did ſigniſie as much to Mr George Birłæt 
the Arch-pricſt, who was then ling, and 
that the ſame Naxcins did withall af- 
firme, 1hat he was certified ſome few daies 
ſince" of thoſe things (for ſo bee the expreſſe 


words of the Nuncizs his Letters, Which, hes 
are ſpred abroad among vs) by Letters of ter; — | 
the Congregation of the holy Romane vnt- dated at 
erfall Inqui/ition by the commandement of Bruilels 20 
your Holmeſſe, to the end, that hee ſhox14 Nouemb, i 
write theresf eſecially to his Renerence that 0 | 


be according to his wiſedome ſhould ſignifie 


a much, and make it knowne here to Ca bo- 


likes, 

4 Firſttherefore I the Author of thoſe 
Bookes did'proteſt, That I compoſed them 
being moo ued thereunts for the zeal: of God, 


of Religion, and of my ( onnt1 ey, and for 


eber more particular resſons, which I re- . 


lated 


: 
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latedin the beginning of thoſe Bookes, 
without any reiþett of worid y ſauour, or fear, 
neither with any ob ſtinate rind, but onely to 
inc e ont the Catholthe truth in this moſt 
weighty Contromerſie, which belongeth to the 
yeelding of obedience due by. the Law of 
Chriſt is od, and C:ſar,to your Holineſſe, 
whois the ſmpreame Paſtour iu C urth of our 
| ſeulet, and to our King, bis moſt excellent 
q Maieſſie, who in texporals is onely inferior 
uu Apolig to G © D, and Tad ſulmit moſt Lumbly v 
1 whatſorver was containe in them to the 
i} ps fone * indgemert and cenſure of the ¶ atholike Ro- | 
'| mane Church, whoſe Childe I profeſſed my | 
ſelfeto beandi if perchance any wh ing through 
ionorance had eſcaped me, which ſhould not 
— x 3 dd datrecne ts, 
| damme it, and would bane it for ot ur- 
4 Diſp.i in fen ©, 


I 5 5 Beſides, I did profeſe,* that with al 
cas . due honour and reſpeft I aid reverence all the 
. 3. Num. Canons of the Þ atholithe Church, although I 
WIA &ſeq. did freely confeſſe, that betwixt the ( atho!the 
if Church and the Pope, who is onely the firſt 
1 and principal 5 thereof, betwixt ſome 
1 C th: or Decrees of the Cannon Law, 
N and betwixt others, a great diſtinction was to 
14 be made, and nenertbeleſs I ſincerely aſſir- 


med, 


} 
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med, that to euery one, in hit degree and place, 
Igaue dutifull, but not equal credit. For in 
the vaſt Corps of the Canon Law, and in the 
Uolumes of the Councels are contained, ey- 
ther ſayings, or aſſertions of the Arcient Fa- 
thers, or Decrees, or ſentences of Popes and 
Comncels : and theſe are either doctrin all, and 
which are propounded as things to be beleeued 
by the ſanhfull, or elſe morall, and whi: h in 
the external diſ ipline of the Church, are 
commanded to be ob ſerued. 

6 And firſt, / did acknewleage, that the 
doctrine which the Ancient Fathers either 
in exponn:dmg the Holy Scriptures, or in 
2 nettions belonging to Faith, haue with v- 
niforme conſent deliner:d : I did alſo vn- 
doubtedly beleene , ar being certain iy per- 
ſwaded, that it was inſpired by the Holie 
Ghoſt, 

7 Secondly, / alſo with Melchior Ca- 
nus, and other Diumcs affirmed,that the do- 
ctrme alſo of all the holie Fathers in thinges, 
which do not appertaine to Faith, may piouſly 
and probably be beleened by Catholthes, yet 
that it ought nat of neceſſity to be followed 
4s certiine, andintallible, 

8 Thirdly, / di profeſſe, that the definiti- 

ons of Generali ¶ onncels lawfully aſſembled, 
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an i confirmed by the Pope, wherein any do. 
etrine is prorounded to the n hole Church, to 
be beleened f al men as of Faith, are tobee 
receiued by Catholther as infallible rules of 
Fa th. Neuertheleſſe, I did freely affirme 
with the aforeſaid Melchior Canus , and 
Card, Bellarmine, that thoſe opini ns,vhich 
in the ſail ( ouncels are defined, or elſe ſup- 
poſed onely as probable, and tho e aſſertions 
wh ch either incidentiy, an i by the way are 
inſerted, or for better declaration, or proofe of 
their deci ſons bee produced, are ſore imes 
ſmbiett to error, and may h / ¶ a boliles withe 
ont 76 wrong to the Caætholiße Faith bee re- 
zerted, This withall obſeruing, of w ieh alſo 
in other places I haue admoniſbed the Rea- 
der that although I, profeſſing u y ſelfe tobe 
a childe of the Cathelike R emane Church, 
dec moſt willingly embrace whatſoener Gene= 
ral Couucel confirmed 4 the Pope, which 
dot repreſent the Catholile Church, doe pro- 
found tothe faithful as neceſſarily to be be- 
leered of faith, and which certamely, and e- 
ridently is known e to bee the true ſenſe and 
meaning of the Councels :nexertheleſſe, I do 
not vndoubtedly beleeue euery doctrine which 
either Card, Bellarmine ( ſpeaking with due 


rexgrence) or any other Decteur, ſeeing t 
are 
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are not appointed by God to be an vndoubted 
rule of the Catholikg Faith, doe cry out to bee 
Catholike doftrine,to be the voyc: of the Cas 
tholike Church, to bee the meaning of the 
Seriptures and Conncels, if eſpecially ſome 
Catholike Dottours doe hold the eontrary. 
Then truely, as it is meete, I doe reuerence 
with all dutifull rrſpect, and I doe much at- 
tribute to their authority, but that all thoſe 
collections, which they in their tudgements 
doe imagine to be evidently concluded ont of 
boly Scriptures or Conntelsbeonſidering that 
oft extimes they are dereined, and de deceine, 
and what they haue written when they were | 
younger, they my recall ben they grow ei- 1 
der © are to bee accounted for vndoubted | 
aſſertions of farth, and the contrary opinion 42 — 
of other Catholthgs to be rather eſtet med an elke in hi 
Bereſie then an opinion, this truly I cannot old age 
tabe un good part, recalled 
9 Fourthly, concerning the Canons, — 
or Decrees of Generall Councels belong- — | 
ing to manners, and to the exrernall go- he wv 
uernment of the Church, I promiſed to bee ger, & 
moſt ready to receine willingly all thoſe De- cha ce hy 
crees, which in places where I Gall liue, ſhal Ade 
be generally recemed; for theſe are properlie — = 
caled the Decrees, or Canons of the > mY 
e | | 
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Like or Pninerſall Church, which are by com- 
mon conſent admitted by the Vnmerſall 
Church Neither c eſſe is any man bound 
to admit thoſe Law's ard precepts, which in 
the Courtry where he lmeth, are not obſer- 
wed by the people, as according to the receiued 
opinion of Denincs, and Lawyers; I there af. 
firmed, ind the ſame I there anonched, 
was te be vnderſſood proportionally of the de- 
erees of Popes, and Prouinciall Conncels , 
For as concerning the Popes definitions be- 
longing to faith, if be define without a Gene- 
rall Conncell, I confeſſe, that I have Ten- 
times auerred, that very many, eſpecially 
Ancient Dimines of the V nizerſity of Parts, 
whoſe names I there related, & are of opi- 
nien, that ſuch Definitions, vnleſſe they bee 
receiued by the Catholike Church, ar 4 1— 
tions of he Catholibe Faith, are ſubreft to 
errour, whoſe opinion, both for the authority 
of ſo famoui men, and alſo for the reaſons, 
and grounds, woereon that opinion i; foun- 
ded, I with later Denines(to whoſe opinion 
allo Card. Bellarmine himſelfe doth plain- 
ly enough incline f, howſoeuer he would 
ſeeme to auerre the contrary 8) haue alſo 
oftentimes affirmed, i not to be condemned 
of hereſe, errour, or temerity, which alſo 

now 


now againe (ſpeaking with all dutiful ſub. 
miſſion) I feare not to confirme, 

10 Laſih, concerning my Diſputati- 
on of the Oath, and the Dedication ther- 
of, which ſeemeth to be that ſtone of of. 
fence, and rocke of ſcandall io ſome De- 
vines, eſpecially of the Society of Ieſus, 
and to thoſe Catholikes who adhere to 
them, I cannot, to ſpeake vnfaignedly, in 
any wiſe, vnderſtand what can iuſtly bee 
obiccted age juſt it, or what fault I haue 
committed, either in making it, or elſe in 
dedicating it to cr Holineſſe, of which I 
ſhorld pu:ge my ſelfe. For firſt of all, I 
the Au:nhour of that Diſputation and De- 
dication, hee therein profeſſed; That I 
did not wr te it with am baue minae, but 
in marner of an hunbl: petition, ſincerelie, 
and for many r:aſons which I there re- 
hearſed, ro forme your Holineſſe more 
fully, wio es heerewe thinks, hath wot been: 
reghtly informed of the reaſons, for wuhich 
Engliſb C:tholtles are of opi tion, that the 
Oath may lewfully bee taken; and for this 
cauſe I did dedicate it to your Holineſle, 
that after you had carefully examined all the 
reaſons , for which Engliſh Catholtkes doe 


thin. the Oath mag lawfully be taken , your 
. 9 lawſuly = 
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Holineſſe might pronide both for their ſpiri- 
tuall and temporal ſafety, as according to 
your fatherly wiſedome, and c haritie ſhould be 
thought moſt conuenient. And therefore, as 
in the end of that Diſputation I affirmed, 
{ did faithfally ſet dowre all the —_ ar- 
guments, which are vſnally alleaged as wel 
apainſf the taking of the oath, as in fauour 
there:f, neither did 7 mtend to affirme ary 
thing of my cwne opinion, but enely as repro- 
ſenting the perſons of them, who of ſet pur- 
poſe doe puihikely maintaine, that the Oath 
either may, or may not lawfully le talen, lea- 
ning it to the fatherly care of your Holines, 
that when you hane beene fully informed of 
the whole progreſſe of the matter, and haue 
diligently examined all the reaſons, for which 
Emngleiſ» Catholthes, obeying the Kings com- 
maund, haue talen the Oath , you wil ber 
pleaſed particularly to approone them, or to 
condemne them, that Catholikes in this ſo 
moſt weightie a matter, which doth ſoneere- 
by concerxe the prerogatiue of your ſpirituall 
Authority. and of his Maieſties Royaltie, 
being fearefull to reſiſt your Holineſſe pre- 
cept declared in your Breues, and alſe beeing 
de ſrous to obey, as much as with a ſafe con- 
ſcience they may, his Maieſties command, 


my 
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may cleave! perceine which particular clau- 
ſes of the Oath they are bound to admit, and 
which they are bound to reielt, and may its 
p aine and expreſſe termes without any am- 
bigutite of wordes be inſtructed by your Ho- 
lineſſe, in what manner they may ſatisfie 
their owne conſcience , your Holineſſe a, 
and alſo his Maicſtics deſire concerning all 
the particular partes of the Oath. For as 
they are very ready to haz.zard their whole 
tems; orall eſtate, and alſo to looſe their lines 
fer the Catholike faith, which by the Church 
(to whom this office belon eth to define mat- 
ters of Faith, and not to priuate Dactourt, 
who may deceine, and be deceined) is decla- 
red to be truly the Catholtke faith, ſo daubt- 
leſſe they cre unwilling to evpoſe themſelues, 
and their whole Family and Poſterity , which 
this our age doth ſo much labour to ad- 
uance, to eminent danger of their tempo» all 
vtter ruine, onely for opinions, although they 
be maintained b» the greater, and better part 
of Denines, ſo that others, although farre 
fewer in number, doe defend the contr-ry, 
But as they are deſirovs with all their bearts 
to oley your Holineſle in ſpirituall matters, 
and in thoſe things, which cannot le omitted 
D wit h- 
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without finne : ſo alſo they might iuſtly chinke 
themſelnes tobe more hardly vſed, then chil- 
dren are wont by their Parents, if, eſpecially 
in theſe times, wherein by reaſon of the Ca- 
tholike Faith, which they profeſſe, they haue 
greenowſly incurred his Mare ſties high deſ- 
pleaſure, who is of a contrary Religion, they 
Jheuld without ſufficient reaſon be forbidden 
to g ue that temporall Allegiance to his Ma- 
ieſtie, which they thinke by the Law of 
Chrift to be. due unto him, hauing atwaies 
Fefore th i cies that comman»vd of Chriſt 
our Sauiour, Render to Cæſar the thinges 
that are Cæſars, and to God rhe thinges 
that arc Gods, 

11 And that yow Holireſſe may yet 
more clecrely perceme, chat chis 4 
putation of the Oath (which is rather to 
be called a moſt humble Supplication to 
your Holineſſe ) was written in manner of 
an humble Petition, I thinke it not a- 
miſſe to repeate alſo word by word theſe 
very laſt wordes of my Epiſtle to yowr Ho- 
lmcſſe. 

12 This therefore (moſt Holie Fa- 
ther) ic our moſt bumble Snpplicationto your 
Holineſſe, Firſt, that your Holmeſſe will bee 

pleaſed 
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© pleaſed to examine — 4 the reaſons,fer 


which our Engliſh Catholikes doe thinke the 
Oath may lawfully be taken, and whe» of they 
are perſwaded your Holineſs is not yer right- 
ly informed: Secondly that after you haue 
threug bly examined them, you will vonch- 
ſafe in regard of your Paſtoral carefulneſſe 
to mſirutt them which parts of the Oah are, 
(1 do not ſay or according to a probable opi- 
nion of ſome Doctors, but according to ( a- 
tholike Doctrine, neceſſariiy to bee heleened 
by all Chriſtians) repugnant to faith and 
ſalnation , and therefore can not be taken by 
any C atho/ihe with aſafe. and probable con. 
ſcience : Thirdly, that if your Holineſſe ſhat 
finde, that you haue not b:ene rightly infor- 
med of thoſe reaſons, for which our Enghſh 
Catholikes doe think that the Oath may am- 
fully be taken, and that therefore t ey haue 
not in a matter of ¶ great weight proceeded 
raſhly and vnadu:ſedly, you will be pleaſed to 
receme them, and them Prieſts into your an- 
cient fauour, and that if they, or any of them 


laue, not through their own fault but throgh 


the indiſcreete ⁊cale of others ſuffered any 

loſſe, or detriment in their good names, or a- 

ther waies, it may be reſtored againe to them 
D 
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your Holineſſe hath iuſt cau 


in that beſt manner, as ſhall ſceme conueni- 
ent to the c haritie, iuſtice, and wiſedeme of 
your Holineſſe. 
13. Now what chere is contained in 
this our humble Petition, againſt which 
7 to take ſo 
high diſpleaſure, that you will not accept 
thereof, Iremit to the iudgement of indi- 
ferent men, but eſpecially of your Holmes, 
For by that, which wee haue ſayd, it doth 
manifeſtly appeare , that this diſputation 
of the Oath was for that end compoſed 
by me, to informe your Holineſſe (who is 
the Supreme Paſtor of the Catholike 
Church, and to whom Chriſt our Lord 
hath giuen charge to feed his ſheepe, nor 
onely with precepts and Cenſurcs, but al- 
ſo with the word of Doctrine, and to in- 
ſtruct them in the Catholike faith) truely 
of our ſtate, and to propound ynto your 
Holineſſe fincerely and with all duetiſull 
ſubmiſſion thoſe doubts, and difficulties, 
whnch both to my ſelfe, and other Catho- 
likes doe occorre about this new Oath, 
which is commaunded by his CMaiefy, 
forbidden by your Holie, and dayly ta- 
ken by almoſt all Catholikes of the better 


ſorr, 
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ſort, to whom it is tendred, yea euen by 


thoſe, who haue the leſuites for their di- 
rectours, ho ſoeuer theſe Fathers doe in 
outward ſhew ſeeme to condemne t he 
fame; that after your Holineſſe had duely 
examined the reaſons, and arguments, 
which are vſually alledged on both ſides, 
againſt, and for the taking of the Oath, 
you would bee pleaſed to Ruske our con- 
ſciences, and to make knowne vuto vs, 
what parts oſthe Oath may according to 
the principles of the Catholike faith bee 
lawfully, and what parts may not lawfully 
bee taken, and lafily to declare vnto vs, 
which bee thoſe many things, which vu 
Holmeſſe , being not rightly informed by 

ſome, as wee imagine , hath affirmed in 


your Breenes to bee cleerely repugnant to 


faith and ſaluation, for no man, be he ne- 
uer ſo great an enemy to the Oath, dare 
auouch, that all things contayned in the 
Oath are repugnant to faith and ſalua- 
tion, 

14, Now I beſeech your Ho/inefſe to 
judge, firf, wherher Ithe authour of thoſe 
bookes, who haue profeſſed my ſelſe to 
bee a Catholike, and a child of the Ca- 
: D 3 tholike 
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tholike Romane Church, and haue ſubiec- 
ted all my writtings to her iudgment, and 
Cenſure, with that ſubmiſſion, that what- 
ſoeuer ſnould not bee approoued by her 
Iwould diſprooue, condemne, and haue it 
for not written, ought bee adiudged by 
the Supreme Paſtour, and Father ofthe 
Catholike Church to bee no Catholike, 
nor a child of the Catholike Church. 1f1 
bee no Catholike , doubtleſſe I muſt bee 
an heretike, & defend obſtinately (ſeein 
that hereſte cannot be without o Rinacy) 
fome Doctrine contrary to the Catholike 
faith. Bur I(to fa — od at this timeof 
the Doctrine , which, I mainetained in 
thoſe bookes, which if it were cleerely 
hereticall, why did not that ſacred Con- 
gregation condemne thoſe bookes as he- 
rericall ? ) proteſted to write nothing ob- 
Ainately, but with an humble aud ſub- 
miſſiue mind, and ready to recall my er- 
rour, as ſoone as I ſhould perceiue that I 
had erred in any thing. Iconfeſſe indeed 
that I may erre, but by God his aſſiſtance I 
will neuer be an heretik. And if perchance 
in any thing I haucerred, it is no errour of 
malice,or obſtinacy, but of ignorance an 7 
in 
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infirmity : Fer I will neuer by God his 
tection, Wittingly and willingly defend a- 
ny thing at all, which I ſhall know to bee 

y to ſound Doctrine, or to the Ca- 
tholike faich. 

15. Secondly, concerning that, which 
ſome men, to no {mall ſcandall to Catho- 
like Religion, and to the great diſgrace of 
the See Apoſtolike, eſpe cially among thoſe 
who be Aduerſaries ro the Catholike Re- 
ligion, doe giue out, that yow Holineſſa 
ſhould ſay, that you would nat accept the 
Dedication of my diſpmtation concerning the 
Oarb, or rather the moſt humble Supplica- 
tion of me, and of other Catholikes, as I 
haue ſhewed before, this onely at this 
preſent I will ſay, that we Engliſh Catho- 
likes are doubtleſſe moſt milerable, who 
gayly enduring fo many diſcommodities 
of chi hfc for the Catholike faith, which 
wee profeſſe, and hauing prouoked bes 
Aſaieſty, 2 Prince otherwiſe moſt merci- 
full, who profeſſe th the contrary Religion, 
to take diſpleaſure againſt vs, which of all 
the reſt wee account moſt greeuous, and 
hauing thereſore ſor a long time beene, 
and ate dayly made a pittifull ſpectacl e to 

D 4 this 
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this whole Kingdome ; now by humble 
petition craving to be inſtructed by your 
H:lmeſſe in thoſe things, which you by 
your Apoſtolical — 22 to our moſt 
great temporall pre iudice declared to be 
cleerely repugnant to the Catholike faith, 
doe not onely not deſerue ſo much at your 
hands, as to bee heard herein, but your. 
Holineſſe alſo doth forbid and condemne 
our pcrition, and doth threaten the Au- 
thour ro be puniſhed with Cenſures, and 
other Eccleſiaſticall puniſhments, vnleſſe 
he purge himlelfe very ſpeedily, & yet af- 
ter an ynuſuall maner impeacheth him of 
no crime, whereof hee ſhould purge him- 
felfe, 

16. For behold ( moſt bleſſed Father) 
how miſerable, and to bee pittied is our 
caſe, Our Kings moſt excellent Maieſty, to 
whom by the law of Chriſt wee owe tem- 
porall obedience, doth demaund of vs, 
vnder paine of incurring moſt greeuous 

enalties,an Oath which hee affirmeth to 
— onely a temporall Oath, and of Allea- 
iance : your Holmeſſe , to whom by the 
- alſo of Chriſt weare bound to obeyin 
ſpuicuals hath by year Brexes altogether | 


con- 
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condemned the {ame , as containing in it 
many things flat contrary to faith and ſal- 
uation. and hath withall declared, that all 
thoſe Prieſts, who either doe take the 
ſaid Oath, or doe teach, or ſhall reach that 
it may lawfully bee taken, ſhall bee de- 
prived of their faculties: Wee Englih Ca- 
tholrkes being betweene theſe two nar- 
row ſtreights, and fearing leaſt that by a- 
uoyding the gulfe of Charzbarz,we ſhould 
fall vppon the rocke of Scylla, that is leaſt 
that wee ſhould not render to Cod or Cæ- 
ſar, that which is their due, doe moſt in- 
ſtantly requeſt your Holineſſe, who is our 
Supreme Paſtour in ſpiritualls, and whole 
proper office is to inſtruc & confume the 
ſheep of Chiiſt in the Chriſtian faith, chat 
you will bee pleaſed to ſhew vnto vs thole 
many things, or at leaſt-Wiſe one amon 
thoſe many, which in this Oath are fo re- 
pugnant to faith and ſaluation, to the end 
that wee may both ſatisfie our owne con- 
ſciences, and alſo fulfill yowr Holineſſe and 
his Marefties command . as much as in 
vs lyeth, and Catholike Religion will per- 
mit: And neuertheleſſe your Bolweſſe 

doth not onely not admitte our petition, 
| | | wherein 
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wherein with all dutifull ſubmiſſion wee 


doe propound the reaſons and argumonts, 
which are vſually obiected, againſt, and 
for the taking of the Oath, to bee exami- 
ned by yea Holineſſe, and affirming no- 
thing of our one opinion; but you doe 
alſo by the euill information of others, as 
wee thinke, wholely condemne the farne, 
without alleadging any crime cither in 
perticular, or in p_ againſt ir, and 
doe declare, that the Authour thereof, or 

our humble petitioner , except hee purge 
himſelfe forthwith, ſhall bee greeuouſly 
puniſhed, and neuertheleſſe you make no 
mention of any crime at all, whereof hee 
ſhould purge himſelfe. 

17 Is ir perchance a crime for thoſe 
thar are in ignorance, errour, and doubr, 
to haue recourſe to the Supreme Paſtour, 
and Doctor of the Church to be inſtru- 
Red by him in faith, and to propound 
with due ſubmiſſion the doubts, and diffi- 
culties, which trouble both their owne, 
and other mens conſciences, to bee an- 
fwearcd and ſatisfied by him, and that not 
ia things of ſmall moment, but in ſuch as, 
vnder paine of incurring great penalties, 

. doe 
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do belong to they eelding of due ob edi- 
ence to God and (ſar? Is it a crime for 
childrẽ that are hungry, to craue bread of 
their Father, for ſheepe that want Paſture, 
ta require foode of their Shepheard, for 
Diſciples that are ignorant, ro beſeech 
humbly inſtruction of their Maiſter and 
Teacher? Wee Engliſh Catholikes doe 
acknowledge vor Holmeſſe to bee our 
ſpirituall Father, Paſtour, and Maiſter,and 
doe moſt humbly requeſt to bee inftru- 
Qed by your Holmeſſe in the Catholike 
faith, and in thoſe many things , which 
your Holineſſe by your Breuet hath decla- 
red to be cleerely repugnant to faith and 
ſaluation: and yowr Holineſſe doth damne 
and forbid our petition, and doth or- 
daine, after a maner altogether vnuſuall, 
that I the Authour thereof, who in the 
name of the teſt haue written, and com- 

ſed the ſame, except I purge my ſelfe 
_ ſpeedily, ſhall — n — — ſe- 
uerely : For, as I thinke in no tribunall 
on the earth, this cuſtome is to be found, 
that any man is compelled by ſentence of 
the iudge to purge himſelfe vnder paine 
of incurring moſt greeuous puniſhments, 
ynlefle 
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vnleſſe the Iudge doe make knowne yn. |. 


to him the crime, for which if hee doe not 
purge himſelfe, hee is to be condemned: 
Beſides that it is impoſſible for one to 
purge himſelfe of that crime, whereof he 
is ignotant. 

18 And to ſpeake freely the truth (for 
now I, being ſummoned before the high- 
eſt tribunall on earth to purge my ſelſe, 


am by the law it ſelfe permitted to ſpeak. 


ſome what more freely, ſo that I ſpeake 
truely and modeſtly) this new kinde of 
condemning the books of Catholike Au- 
thours, and of commanding the Authour 
to purge himſelfe, being made by ſuch a 
publike Decree, and vnder paine of in- 
curring the penalties contained in the 
{ #:1ncell of Trent, and in the Index of for- 
bidden bookes, without naming any 
crime either in particular, or in generall , 
for which they are condemned, and of 
which the Author ſhould purge himſelfe 
(conſidering that the ſame puniſhment is 
not appointed in the Index for reading, 
without diſtinction, all ſorts of forbidden 


bookes, neither doe all crimes require the - 


ſame purgation) doth make both the See 
7 Apo, 


 e Fpoſto'ike odious to the Aduerſaries of 


Cathohke Religion, who will eaſily from 
hence cake occaſion to perſwade them- 
ſelues, that the Biſhops of Rome are wone 
to reiect at their pleaſure, and co ſuppreſſe 
viclently by threatnings, and not by ar- 
guments thoſe opinions which they doe 
not like, and co promote by fauours, nor 
by reaſons, thoſe opinions, which are 
pleaſing vnto them; and allo doth little 
ſarisfic prudent Catholikes, who can 
hardly perſwade themſelues, that the ſa- 
ered ( angregatien of the right Honorable 
Cardinals, who are deputed for the exa- 
mination of bookes, (to whoſe informati- 
ons our Holineſſe giuing credit, as we vn- 
doubtedly doe imagine, hath condemned 
thoſe bookes, and ordained that the Au- 
thor ſhall be ſeuerely puniſhed, vnleſſe he 
forthwith purge himſelfe) if they could 
haue found in them any propoſition , 
which is certainely knowne to bee here- 
ticall, erroneous, or repugnant to ſound 
doctrine, they would haue paſſed it ouer 
with ſo great ſilence, and (contratie to 
to che al manner of the See Apoſtolike 
in condemning che bookes of Catholike 
Authors 
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Authors, but of ſuch eſpecially, who are 
commanded to purge themſelues, as by 
wnumerable examples, which are extant 
in the tomes of the Councels, and in the 
Buls of Popes I could demonſtrate) com- 
mand the Author to purge himſelfe one. 
by in generall words, vyithout ſhewing 
him any crime either in particular, or in 
1 of which hee ſhould purge him- 
e. 
19 I therefore the Autheur of thoſe 
bookes, whom the Sacred Congregation 
by the commandement of your Hol: 
bath enioyned to purge my ſelfe, but as 
I know not of what crime, a moſt du- 
eifoll child of the Catholike Romane 
Church, and of your Holmeſſe in ſpirituals, 
and withall a moſt faithfull Subiect of the 
dome of England, and of our Seve- 
one Lord Ring TAMES in temporals, 
— ſummoned before your Holineſehis 
tribunall to purge my ſelfe, pro- 
ſtrate at yowr Holineſſe feete, doe humbly 
requeſt you by the dreadfull ¶Maieſtc of 
God, the Sapreme Iud e of all: Firſt, that 
gour Holineſſe will iudge that which is 
right, and doe mee iuſtice, and not give 
credit 
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credit onely to the informations of them, 
who are my Aduerſaries in this contro- 
uerſie, and haue foulely corrupted my 
words, contrarie to my meaning, but that 
you will examine my cauſe by your owne 
certaine knowledge, and that you vvill 
make knownevnto mee all choſe things, 
or at the leaſt wiſe ſome of them, which 


in thoſe bookes condemned by your Ho- 


line ſe commandement are cleerely known 
to bee repugnant to faith, or good man- 
ners, For I proteſt, that] am moſt readie 
to corre thoſe things, which are to be 
corrected, to purge hat is to be purged, 
to make more — what is to bee ex- 
plained, and to recall what is to bee re- 
called. 

20 Secondly, that if your Holmeſſs, af- 
tet due examination of my writings ſhall 
find, that you haue been miſ- informed by 
ſome — and that nothing is to bee 
found in thoſe bookes, which is repug- 
nant to Catholike Doctrine, as ſome per- 
chance haue ſuggeſted to your Holineſſe, 

ou will be pleaſed to recall that ſentence 
of the Sacred Congregation —_— 2s 
gainſt mee and my bookes, gh cuill 
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information, or vehement importunitie 
of ſome men, or through miſynderſtans 
ding the true meaning of my words, and 
that you will haue a care of my 

name, in that good ſort, as ſhall ſeeme 
fitting to = wiſedome, charitie, and 
tuſtice, and that you will account mee to 
bee a Catholike and a Childe of the 
| Catholike Romane Church, For that 
Rr. which ] did vvrite in another place, b I 
| —— doe here repeate againe. Im 4 Catbe- 
as, la and a child of the Cathelike Romane 
Church , and if any man, of what degree 
fo ener bee be, ſha wrongfu'y accuſe mee 
of hereſie, let him know aſſuredly, that by 
the aſſiſtance of eAlmightie God, I will by 
all thoſe meanes, wi ich God and nature 
hath oranted to innocent men to defend 
themſelnes , to the dttermoſt of my power 
defend my ſelfe from their falſe accuſati- 
ons, wntill the ¶ hurch, beeing fully infor- 
and of my opinion, ſhall in plaine, an i par- 
ticular words ( for no man can recallerrors, 
vntill be hnow pa-ticularly what they be)con- 

demme the ſam:. | 
21 Thirdly, that your Holineſſe , will 
command, that this my purgation, and 

mo 


—_ a_ 


— Þ. Þ Tho ooo: 12. 


Po. 


Pay gat ion. 6 3 


moſt humble petition may for future me- 
morie be regifired among the Acts of the 
holy Office of the Inquiſition, as the 
condemnation of my bookes is recorded, 
as appeareth by the Decree it ſelfe, that 
thoſe, who hereafter ſhall ſucceede in 
thar Office, may giue their ſentence and 
iudgement as well of this my purgation, 
as of that condemnation of my bookes, 
and whether I am to bee accounted a 
Catholike, and a child of the Church, or 
an heretike, F 
22 But if year H-lineſje will not bee L 
pleaſed to admit this my Purgation, and 
moſt humble Supplication, and torecal 
the ſentence denounced ypon euill infor- 
matioragainſt my Bookes, and to haue a 
care of my good name, which hath 
wrongfully beene taken away, although 
I know right well, that the ſame mercifull 
and great God, who in times paſt preſer- — 
ued the credit of Robert Groſceteſte By- _—m — F 
ſhop of Lincolne, with whom Pope Inno- . diebut : 
cent the fourth being wonderfully offended, ſub cijdem | 
I determined to caſt his dead bones ont of the & ad annum 
{hwrch, aud to ſring him into ſo great oblo- — — 
guie, that he ſhould bee proclaimed throug h- anno Don- 
E aut Bus Papa. | | 
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out the whole world for an Heathen, Rebell, 
and diſobedient , for that hee had written to 
e ſaid Pope Innocent ix the ſprrit of hu- 
niilitie and loue, that hee would correct hi- 
crebrot frequent or æccuſtomed k errors, although I 
i 179% know, I ſay, that the ſame; God, who is 
re. got an accepter of perſons, is able alſo to 
deliver me from the vniuſt attempts, and 


to make knowne my innocency to your 
Holineſs:, and to the whole Chriſtian 
World: neuertheleſſe prayers, teares, and 
| parience, ioyned with the * of a 
1 good conſcience, ſhall be my cheefeſt re- 
fuge, and this ſhall bee my daily comfort, 
that it is no whit leſſe, but rather more 
happy and gratefull to God, to ſuffer per- 
ſecution for Iuſtice ſake at the handes of 
EKinſmen, and of the ſame Houſhold, who 
in friendſhip and ſocietie ought to bee 
more ſtreightlie linked, then of Stran- 
gers. 
23 1 in this my purgation, which 
the Sacred ¶ ongregation by commaunde- 


ment of your Holineſie hath enioyned me, 
I haue offended any man, as I hope I haue 
not, by ſpeaking any thing not with chat 

cir- 


falſe informations of any whatſocuer, ang 
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circumſpeRion as is fitting, (for wittingly 
and willingly I would giue no man an 
iuſt cauſe of offence) I doe moſt humbly 
craue pardon both of your Holineſe, for 
whoſe temporall and perpetuall felicitie, I 
will continually pray vnto our moſt merci- 
full God, and alſo of the whole Chriſtian 
world. From my Study in the Feaſt of S. 


' John Baptiſt. 1614, 


A moſt humble Childe,and Seruant 
of your Holineſle, and of the Holy 
See Apoſtolike, 


The Aut hour of the Beobęt at 
aforeſaid, &c, 


Errata, 
Page 23. line 24. put out ſelfe. Page 45. 
line 7, them, Pag. 54. l. z. writings. pag. 59. 
I. I. yeelding. pag. 59. l. 18. manner. 


